
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE FIRE PREVENTION COMMISSION 
 

Monthly Meeting 

 

September 19, 2017 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

David J. Roberts, Chairman 

Alan Robinson, Jr., Vice Chairman 

Tom DiCristofaro 

Ron Marvel 

Lynn Truitt 

Marvin C. Sharp 

Ted Walius 

 

ALSO PRESENT 
 

Patricia Davis, Deputy Attorney General - Absent 

Patrick Matthews M.D., BLS Medical Director 

Sherry Lambertson, Executive Specialist 

David J. Truax, Investigator/Compliance Officer 

Grover P. Ingle, State Fire Marshal 

Robert P. Newnam, Director, State Fire School 
 

GUESTS 
 

W. M. McMichael, DSEMSA 

Warren Jones, DVFA 

Anthony Spiezio, DTI 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Roberts called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

 
S T A T E  O F  D E L A W A R E  

S T A T E  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N  C O M M I S S I O N  

D E L A W A R E  F I R E  S E R V I C E  C E N T E R  

           (302)  739 –  3160              1463 C H E S T N U T  G R O V E  R O A D  

        F A X   (302)  739 –  4436                D O V E R ,  D E L A W A R E  1990 4  
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APPROVAL OF AUGUST 15, 2017 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Dicristofaro, and seconded by Commissioner Truitt that 

the minutes of the August 15, 2017 Commission meeting be approved.  Motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Dicristofaro, seconded by Commissioner Truitt to revert 

from regular business to action item A (Oath of Office).  Motion carried by a unanimous 

vote. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

Oath of Office – Commissioner Ted Walius 

 

Deputy Attorney General Davis presented incoming Commissioner Ted Walius with the 

Oath of Office.  He was welcomed by all of the Commissioners and attendees. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Dicristofaro, seconded by Commissioner Marvel to 

return to the regular order of business.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

 

REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

Personnel Items 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that Juvenile Fire Setter Intervention Coordinator – Jennifer 

L. Adams resigned her position effective September 1, 2017.  This position is now 

vacant. 

 

A list has been received to begin the hiring process for the vacant New Castle County 

Deputy Fire Marshal I position.  Interviews are scheduled within the next week.   

 

The Administrative Specialist I position in New Castle County and Fire Protection 

Specialist II remain dormant due to the hiring freeze. 
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Fire Injuries/Fire Fatality Update 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that Delaware suffered the seventh fire fatality of 2017. 

 

Monday, September 11, 2017 a fire occurred in Wilmington fire district at approximately 

11:30 p.m.  One male victim was found deceased in the structure.    The City of 

Wilmington will keep the State Fire Marshal apprised of the investigative findings.     

 

DTI Update 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that his agency continues to work with DTI on the program 

that is being developed for the agency. A review of Phase I will take place on September 

27, 2017.    

 

DE Burn Camp – Director’s Position 

 

As a result of Jennifer Adams departure, she may no longer serve on the Board of 

Directors for the Delaware Burn Camp on behalf of the Office of State Fire Marshal.  

Fire Marshal Ingle has appointed Susan Givens to serve in the position of Director.     

 

Representative Miro Meeting – Fireworks 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle has received an invitation to meet with Representative Miro with 

regard to House Bill 53 which is a fireworks bill.   

 

Emergency Service Partnership Donation 

 

Vince Jacono of Delmarva Power contacted Fire Marshal Ingle with regard to the 

Emergency Service Partnership donation.  Fire Marshal Ingle felt that the donation 

should be given to Wake Up Delaware as they did last year and they are in need of 

additional smoke alarms.  Mr. Jacono agreed to make the donation to Wake Up 

Delaware. 

 

Fire Updates 

 

August 26, 2017 Christiana Fire Company responded to an apartment fire at 

approximately 1pm at the 1300 Block of King James Court, Saint Andrew Apartments.  

Upon arrival the fire was found to be on the deck and the fire was distinguished as a 

result of sprinklers on the deck.  The fire was contained to that area.   
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Fire Updates cont. 

 

August 21, 2017 shortly after midnight a Claymont Fire Company was dispatched for a 

building fire in the 7800 Block of Governor Printz Boulevard.  The fire department 

responded and found a burn victim.  The victim was on oxygen and lit a cigarette.  The 

victim received burns and was transported to a medical facility for treatment. 

 

August 20, 2017, at approximately 6:00 a.m., Minquadale Fire Company was dispatched 

to a residential structure fire in the unit block of Lander Lane.  Upon arrival they 

encountered heavy fire and smoke showing from the single family dwelling.  The cause 

of the fire was from the victim lighting a cigarette while on oxygen.  This victim was 

transferred to Christiana Hospital and then to Crozier Hospital for further treatment.   

 

August 17, 2017, at approximately 2:00 a.m. Volunteer Hose Fire Company responded to 

an outside fire to the 1100 Unit Block of Bunker Hill Road.  An accidental injury 

occurred when an individual fell into a bonfire receiving first and second degree non-life 

threatening burns.  He was transferred to Christiana and later Crozier Hospital. 

 

August 26, 2017, Claymont Fire Company responded to a house fire at the unit block of 

North Trail, Indian Field.  Upon arrival there was heavy smoke with fire coming from the 

structure.  There was fire coming from the garage and into the house.  There was over 

$200,000 in damage.  The fire remains under investigation the cause has not yet been 

determined. 

 

August 29, 2017, Aetna Hose, Hook and Ladder Fire Company responded to a structure 

fire at approximately 3:00 a.m.  This occurred on the 400 Block of Stafford Avenue in 

Prestwick Farms.  Heavy smoke was showing at the time of arrival and the cause was 

determined to be accidental.  A window air conditioning unit was the source of the fire.   

 

September 3, 2017 at approximately 3:00 a.m., at the 36000 Block of Pear Tree Road in 

Gumboro, there was a fire in a detached garage with a Motorized recreational vehicle 

outside next to the garage.  The motor vehicle fire was endangering the adjacent home.  

The fire originated in the garage as an electrical malfunction that was at the electrical 

service hookup for an RV Home.  The damage is in excess of $80,000. 

 

September 8, 2017, at approximately 3:00 p.m. there was an unattended cooking fire at 

the 100 Block of 100 block of South Laura Ct., Boxwood in the Five Point Fire Company 

district.  There was heavy damage at over $150,000 estimated.  Five Points experience 

heavy fire from the outside upon arrival and headed to the attic area.  One person was 

treated for minor burns and a canine succumbed to injuries sustained as a result of the 

fire.  A firefighter also received a minor burn. 
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Fire Updates cont. 

 

September 12, 2017, at approximately 10:00 a.m. at the 3000 Block of Tower Road, the 

fire department arrived at a dwelling fire to find heavy smoke showing.  No one was 

home at the time of the fire.  Two canines were rescued by firefighters.  There were 

working smoke alarms in the home.  The fire remains under investigation. 

 

DFIRS Incidents Received 

 
 

TOTAL STATE PARTICIPATION IN COMPLIANCE 

74 % 

 

 

DELINQUENT DEPARTMENTS 

New Castle County  

Cranston Heights April – July 

Five Points April - June 

Odessa June – July 

Townsend April - July 

Kent County  

Bowers January – March, May – July  

Cheswold January – June 

Harrington July 

Houston June – July  

Little Creek July 

Magnolia July 

South Bowers January, March - July 

Sussex County  

Ellendale March – July 

Frankford July 

Greenwood July 

Gumboro July 

Roxana May – July  

 

OVERDUE REPORTS BY DAYS 

30 Days 60 Days 90 Days 90+ Days 

6 2 1 7 

 

         Source:  DFIRS Incidents received as of 9/06/17. 

 

 

 



SFPC Minutes 

September 19, 2017 

Page 6 

 

REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE SCHOOL DIRECTOR 

 

Director 

 

 Camp Fury was a great success with 40 attendees.  It was so well received that it 

will be scheduled again for 2018.    

 Received full Occupancy for New Castle Division and the division is staffed and 

running. 

 National Fire Academy State Training Grant – approved, used to offset NFA classes in-state 

 AHA monitored CPR class 09-08-17 for Training Center renewal 

 DSFS Engine - DVFA calendar photo shoot, September 11, NCD 

 Member of Ladies Auxiliary had an allergic reaction to latex gloves and was transported to 

Bay Health Hospital.  She is okay after the incident. 

 Delaware Weekend at the National Fire Academy has been cancelled.       

 

Staff Activities 

 

 Magnolia Fire Company - 90th anniversary - September 23 – Senior Instructor 

Lowe 

 Sussex County Legislative Day – Oct 28th – Sussex County Division – Senior 

Instructor Lowe and DSFS Instructors  

 DVFA Conference support – EMS Conference, Senior Instructor’s Gajdos, Brennan, 

Wilson, Dempsey, and Miller. 

o 2017 – 131 attended, 2016 – 238 attendees, 2015 – 330 attendees, 2014 – 391 

attendees  

 DSFS Booth at the DVFA Conference – Lowe, Gajdos, Ingram, Brennan 

 Attended – EMS Dinner, Fire Police Dinner, Opening, Meeting, Memorial Service – Staff 

Members 

 DVFA Memorial Service presentation – Senior Instructor’s Stephens and Lowe. 

 Governor’s Proclamation for Fire Prevention Week was presented during the DFVA 

luncheon. Senior Instructor Lowe 

 Update to on-line Training Calendar – Senior Instructor Miller   
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Programs/Courses  

 

Figures in red are reference to last year’s comparison of class attendance. 

 

 Current Month  

 

o Campus Fire Safety Programs conducted – reached 350 students with the 4 programs 

o DVFA – HOT training – Friday, Saturday, 9 – 15 registered  

o Water Rescue I – 33 students (19) 

o Crew Leader – 22 students (41)  

o Large Animal Rescue Awareness- Operations – 15 students (two day program)  

o Industrial Confined Space Rescue – 9 students  

o Fire Service Instructor I – 4 students 

o EVO class – 34 students (43)  

o Fire Officer III Certification – 8 students 

o Fire Ground Size-up – 13 students (18)  

o Basic Firefighting Skills – 115 students (112) 

o Hazardous Materials Response Skills – 53 students (73)  

o Haz. Mat. Tech – 40 hour – 17 students (12)  

o Haz. Mat. Tech Refresher – 5 students (5) 

o Advanced Vehicle Rescue – 5 students (10) 

 

 Divisions Usage  

o New Castle – 12 classes scheduled (12) 

o Kent Division – 4 classes scheduled (2)  

o Sussex Division – 3 classes scheduled (1) 

 

EMS  

 

 Current Month 

 

o CEU programs – 2 scheduled (5)  

o DVFA – EMS Conference  

 General Session on Tuesday – 106 registered 

 Saturday/Sunday sessions – 34 and 30 registered 

 Tuesday evening session – 16 registered   
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Public Education and Injury Prevention - Activity Report  

 

 Current Month 

o Fire Safety Programs – 1 scheduled (6)  

o DSFS Tours – 2 scheduled (1) 

o Fire Safety Displays -  5 scheduled (3)  

o Injury Prevention Programs – 4 scheduled (5)  

o Injury Prevention Events – 1 scheduled  

 

Maintenance – Building and Grounds 

 

 Remodeling of Office area completed – carpet installed, staff relocated 

 Status on Staff Office remodeling project and Duty Office with Computer Lab 

o 125k Transferred to Facilities for the project 

o Met with facilities 08-24 – reviewed HVAC project – 15 to 15 mo. – Jan. 2018 

start  

 Verizon Wireless eFemto device – to boost in-building signal    

 

Financial   

 

 Past Due Billings 

o 30 days – 12,832.00 

o 60 days –      295.00 

o 90 days – 10,420.00 

 20678 Tuition Fund – 907,744.00 

 Accounts receivable – 38,890.00 

 Revenue Comparison  

o Tuition – 2017 – 62,236.00, 2016 – 152,538.00  

 Special Funds Summary – The Special Funds Summary report was submitted to 

the Commissioners for review. 

 Expenditure Report – The Expenditure report was submitted to the 

Commissioners for review. 

 

Personnel Issues 

 

 Director Newnam reported that a part-time instructor has been suspended for a 

recent arrest on September 6, 2017. 

 

Staff and Office Staff Meeting Minutes  

 

Staff and office staff meeting minutes were submitted for Commission review. 
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Scheduled Activities 

 

Director Newnam will be out of the office from September 25th – 28th while attending the 

North American Fire Training Directors Conference in Connecticut. 

 

Commissioner Comments 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Sharp, seconded by Commissioner Marvel to send a 

letter of thanks to each member of the Fire School that assisted in the DVFA Conference.  

Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  Commissioner Marvel stated that the Memorial 

Service is always good, yet this year was exceptionally done.  He appreciates the work 

that goes into making this a success. 

 

Commissioner Dicristofaro address a couple of concerns with Director Newnam that 

were brought to his attention.  The first being a concern with a picture of Camp Fury 

attendees in the Delaware State News showed they were not wearing any type of PPE on 

the drill grounds of the Fire School.  Commissioner Dicristofaro suggested that the 

attendees be required to wear long pants at all times, and wear gloves when appropriate.  

Director Newnam agreed to this and will bring the concern back to his staff. 

 

Secondly, Commissioner Dicristofaro addressed a concern with scheduled training at 

Slaughters Beach Fire Company that did not take place due to a breakdown with the Fire 

School.  There was a training opportunity where 35 students arrived for training without 

the necessary equipment on site.  Director Newnam stated that he was aware of the 

incident and has addressed it.  He acknowledged that it is unacceptable.  He stated that a 

different training was provided that did not require equipment on site.  They were not 

able to provide the scheduled Forcible Entry class, but did provide a power tools class to 

the students. 

 

REPORT OF BLS MEDICAL DIRECTOR 

 

1. An abstract regarding the characteristics of DE EMS refusals has been accepted for 

presentation at the January 2018 annual NAEMSP conference. Over 155,000 EMS encounters 

from 2016 were reviewed and 8% resulted in refusal of service. 36% of refusals were diabetic-

related complaints, and 29% of refusals were MVCs. Men refused more often than women, 

and highest refusal season was Summer.Age greater than or equal to 65 showed the lowest 

rate of refusal. 

 

2. Narcan program-I previously released a memo to all BLS agencies regarding 

proper naloxone administration during our continued opiate overuse epidemic. 

There had been reports circulating regarding BLS administering 2mg of naloxone 

to patients in cardiac arrest without first initiating proper CPR. The goals of this  
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memo were to stress managing ABCs first and administer naloxone per protocol 

when ABCs are being managed appropriately. Additionally naloxone should be 

administered as 1 mg dose per administration by BLS. Although some of the more 

potent opiate combinations may require additional doses of naloxone for 

successful reversal of respiratory depression, no single dose should be higher than 

1 mg for BLS. The higher dosing of naloxone can pose multiple risks to both 

patients and EMS providers.  I have not received any recent concerns regarding 

the timing of narcan administration by BLS providers. 

 

 

3. There remains active interest in an alternative to the increased cost of Epipens  for 

participating BLS agencies. There are now  FDA approved epinephrine autoinjectors with the 

same dosing (0.3mg and 0.15mg for junior) available through Southeastern Medical.  No 

updates 
 

4. ED trauma designation: NCC Wilmington ED has been granted provisional level 3 trauma 

center status effective October 5, 2016. CDC guidelines for field triage of injured patients and 

DE protocols should be followed when determining most appropriate destination for trauma 

victims. Online medical control should be contacted for appropriate ED preparation. No 

updates 
 

 

5. Divert memo-I am also releasing a memo to all BLS agencies regarding a guidance "script" 

approved by OEMS for use by EMS throughout Delaware when a patient requests transport to 

an ED on divert. The goal of this message is to describe the concept of divert status to patients 

requesting transport to an emergency department on divert using clear and concise language in 

a consistent fashion throughout the State. No updates  

 

6. EMS response to MAUs and Physician office document. This document is being distributed to 

MAUs and offices throughout the State as of February. The document contains several 

definitions and aims to establish and describe a statewide policy and procedures when patients 

are being transported from MAUs or outpatient offices. No update    
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REPORT OF THE INVESTIGATOR/COMPLIANCE OFFICER 

 

17 Annual Ambulance Unit Inspections  

  2 New Unit Inspections 

  8 Complaints Received 

  8 Arrest Notifications were received.   

  0 Self Report 

 

2016 – 1 Open Cases 

2017 – 11 Open Cases 

 

Investigator Truax requested to close Case No. 1710.  Dr. Matthews reviewed the case and agreed 

that the case should be recommended for closure.  It was moved by Commissioner Dicristofaro, 

seconded by Commissioner Truitt to close Case No. 1710.  Motion carried by a roll call vote. 

 

Commissioner Dicristofaro - Yes 

Commissioner Truitt -  No 

Commissioner Sharp - No 

Commissioner Marvel - No 

Commissioner Walius - Yes 

Vice Chairman Robinson - No 

Chairman Roberts -  Yes 
 

Investigator Truax presented a petition to lift probation in respect to Case No. 1617.  The EMT has 

successfully completed his criminal probation.  The consent agreement indicated that the EMT was 

placed on probation for one year from the date of the prior order and could petition the Commission 

to have the probation lifted after the conclusion of his criminal probation.    A discussion was had as 

to whether the one year probation was an independent requirement that must be fulfilled in addition 

to the successful completion of the criminal probation, or if the successful completion of the criminal 

probation trumped the Order of one year of probation.  It was moved by Commissioner Dicristofaro, 

seconded by Commissioner Walius to accept the EMT’s request and to discontinue his probation 

short of one year since the criminal probation was successfully completed.    Motion failed by a roll 

call vote.  No alternative motion was made and DAG Davis advised that the failure of a vote means 

the status quo remains.  The EMT’s probation will remain in place for one year from the date of the 

original order. 

 

Commissioner Dicristofaro - Yes 

Commissioner Truitt -  Yes 

Commissioner Sharp - No 

Commissioner Marvel - No 

Commissioner Walius - Yes 

Vice Chairman Robinson - Yes 

Chairman Roberts -  Yes 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

No report at this time. 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

 

No report at this time. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

No report at this time. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

No report at this time. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

 

No report at this time. 

 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
 

Commissioner Ron Marvel 

 

Commissioner Marvel reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention 

Commission Meeting, Kent County Meeting, Sussex Chiefs Meeting, SVFD Meeting, 

Seaford Fire Company Meeting, EAC Callboard Meeting, Fireman Funeral Meeting, 

Funeral for Fireman Steve Collins, Dedication of Seaford Tribute, and DVFA 

Conference. 

 

Commissioner Marvin Sharp 

 

Commissioner Sharp reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission 

Meeting, Governor’s Office Meeting, Yocum Viewing, Sussex County Fireman’s 

Association Meeting, and DVFA Conference. 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

October 17, 2017 – 9:00 AM 

Commission Chamber 

Delaware Fire Service Center 

1463 Chestnut Grove Road 

Dover, DE  19904 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

It was moved by Commissioner Dicristofaro, and seconded by Commissioner Truitt that 

the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 10:03 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherry R. Lambertson 
 

Sherry R. Lambertson 

Executive Specialist 

 

sl/  

 
 


